An Introduction to Excel COUNTIF and
COUNTIFS Functions

Excel COUNTIF Function (takes Single Criteria)

Excel COUNTIF function is best suited for situations when you want to
count cells based on a single criterion. If you want to count based on

multiple criteria, use COUNTIFS function.

Syntax
=COUNTIF(range, criteria)
Input Arguments
« range - the range of cells which you want to count.
« criteria - the criteria that must be evaluated against the range of

cells for a cell to be counted.
Excel COUNTIFS Function (takes Multiple Criteria)

Excel COUNTIFS function is best suited for situations when you want to

count cells based on multiple criteria.

Syntax
=COUNTIFS(criteria_rangel, criterial, [criteria_range2, criteria2]...)

Input Arguments

« criteria_rangel - The range of cells for which you want to evaluate
against criterial.

o criterial - the criteria which you want to evaluate for
criteria_rangel to determine which cells to count.

o [criteria_range2] - The range of cells for which you want to
evaluate against criteria2.

o [criteria2] - the criteria which you want to evaluate for

criteria_range2 to determine which cells to count.



Now let’s have a look at some examples of using multiple criteria in
COUNTIF functions in Excel.

Using NUMBER Criteria in Excel COUNTIF Functions
#1 Count Cells when Criteria is EQUAL to a Value

To get the count of cells where the criteria argument is equal to a
specified value, you can either directly enter the criteria or use the cell

reference that contains the criteria.

Below is an example where we count the cells that contain the number 9
(which means that the criteria argument is equal to 9). Here is the

formula:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,D3)

F3 - fr || =counTiF(ses2:$B511,03)
il B C D E F 3

1 Product Quantity

2 |Product A 9 Criteria Result

3 |Product B 9 9 3 |

4 |ProductC 10

5 |ProductD 4

6 |ProductE 11

7 |Product F 3

8 |ProductG 4

9 Product H 7

10 |Product | 9

11 |Product ] 5

14

In the above example (in the pic), the criteria is in cell D3. You can also

enter the criteria directly into the formula. For example, you can also use:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,9)



#2 Count Cells when Criteria is GREATER THAN a Value

To get the count of cells with a value greater than a specified value, we
use the greater than operator (*>"). We could either use it directly in the

formula or use a cell reference that has the criteria.

Whenever we use an operator in criteria in Excel, we need to put it within
double quotes. For example, if the criteria is greater than 10, then we

need to enter ">10" as the criteria (see pic below):

Here is the formula:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>10")

F3 v fr ||| =COUNTIF($B%$2:$B511,">10")
A B C F G H |

1 Product Quantity

2 Product A 9 Result

3 |ProductB 9 1 !

4 Product C 10

5 |ProductD 4

6 |ProductE 11

7 |ProductF 3

8 Product G 4

S |ProductH 7

10 |Product | 9

11 |Product ) 5

You can also have the criteria in a cell and use the cell reference as the
criteria. In this case, you need NOT put the criteria in double quotes:
=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,D3)



There could also be a case when you want the criteria to be in a cell, but

don’t want it with the operator. For example, you may want the cell D3 to

F3 - ﬁ —COUNTIF($B$2:$B%$11,D3)
A B C (] E F

1 Product Quantity

2 Product A 9 Criteria Result

3 |ProductB 9 =10 1

4 Product C 10

5 |ProductD 4

6 |ProductE 11

7 ProductF 3

8 ProductG 4

S |Product H 7

10 |Product 1 9

11 | Product ) 5

47

have the number 10 and not >10.

In that case, you need to create a criteria argument which is a

combination of operator and cell reference (see pic below):

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>"&D3)

F3 - Jx | [=counTiF(sBs$2:$B511,">"aD3)
fil B C D E F G
1 Product Quantity
2 |Product & 9 Criteria Result
3 |Product B 9 5 6 |
4 |Product C 10
5 |ProductD 4
6 ProductE 11
7 Product F 3
& |Product G 4
g |Product H 7
10 |Product | 9
11 |Product ) 5

-

NOTE: When you combine an operator and a cell reference, the operator

is always in double quotes. The operator and cell reference are joined by

an ampersand (&).

G



#3 Count Cells when Criteria is LESS THAN a Value

To get the count of cells with a value less than a specified value, we use
the less than operator (*<™). We could either use it directly in the formula

or use a cell reference that has the criteria.

Whenever we use an operator in criteria in Excel, we need to put it within
double quotes. For example, if the criterion is that the number should be

less than 5, then we need to enter "<5” as the criteria (see pic below):

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”<5")

F3 v _ﬁ —COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,"<5")
A B C F G H
1 Product Quantity
2 Product A 9 Result
3 |ProductB 9 3 !
4 Product C 10
5 ProductD 4
6 ProductE 11
7 ProductF 3
8 ProductG 4
9 ProductH 7
10 |Product | 9
11 |Product J 5

-1

You can also have the criteria in a cell and use the cell reference as the
criteria. In this case, you need NOT put the criteria in double quotes (see
pic below):

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,D3)



F3 - Jx ||| =COUNTIF($B$2:$85$11,D3)
A B D E F G

1 Product Quantity

2 Product A 9 Criteria Result

3 |Product B 9 <5 3 |

4 |Product C 10

5 |ProductD 4

6 ProductE 11

7 Product F 3

8 Product@ 4

9 ProductH 7

10 |Product | 9

11 |Product J 5

Also, there could be a case when you want the criteria to be in a cell, but
don’t want it with the operator. For example, you may want the cell D3 to

have the number 5 and not <5.

In that case, you need to create a criteria argument which is a

combination of operator and cell reference:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”<"&D3)

—COUNTIF($B%$2:$B$11,"<"&D3)

Jx

fil B C D E F G
1 Product Quantity
2 |Product A 9 Criteria Result
3 |Product B 9 5 3 l
4 |Product C 10
5 |ProductD 4
& |ProductE 11
7 |ProductF 3
8 ProductG 4
S Product H 7
10 |Product | 9
11 |Product ) 5

e



NOTE: When you combine an operator and a cell reference, the operator
is always in double quotes. The operator and cell reference are joined by

an ampersand (&).

#4 Count Cells with Multiple Criteria — Between Two
Values

To get a count of values between two values, we need to use multiple
criteria in the COUNTIF function.

Here are two methods of doing this:

METHOD 1: Using COUNTIFS function

COUNTIFS function can handle multiple criteria as arguments and counts
the cells only when all the criteria are TRUE. To count cells with values
between two specified values (say 5 and 10), we can use the following
COUNTIFS function:

=COUNTIFS($B$2:$B$11,”>5",$B$2:$B$11,”<10")

G3 v fr | [=COUNTIFS($B$2:$B511,">5",$B$2:$B511,"<10")

il B C G H | i K L
Product Quantity
Product A 9 Result
[Product B 4
Product C 10
Product D
ProductE 1
Product F
Product G
9 |Product H
10 |Product |
11 |Product )

]

S

et

0O =] &h LN = Ga b =

LN o ]|

NOTE: The above formula does not count cells that contain 5 or 10. If you
want to include these cells, use greater than equal to (>=) and less than

equal to (<=) operators. Here is the formula:



=COUNTIFS($B$2:$B$11,">=5",$B$2:$B$11,"<=10")

You can also have these criteria in cells and use the cell reference as the

criteria. In this case, you need NOT put the criteria in double quotes (see

pic below):

G3 - ﬁ =COUNTIFS($B$2:$8$11,D3,5B52:$8$11,E3)
A B C O E F G H

1 Product Quantity

2 |Product A 9 Greater Than| LessThan Result

3 |Product B 9 >5 <10 4 |

4 |ProductC 10

5 ProductD 4

6 ProductE 11

7 ProductF 3

8 ProductG 4

9 ProductH 7

10 |Product | 9

11 |Product J 5

ey

You can also use a combination of cells references and operators (where

the operator is entered directly in the formula). When you combine an

operator and a cell reference, the operator is always in double quotes. The

operator and cell reference are joined by an ampersand (&).

ﬁ- —COUNTIFS($B$2:$B%$11,">"&D3,$B$2:$B$11,"<"&E3)

-3 -
il B C D E F G
1 Product Quantity
2 |Product A g Greater Than| Less Than Result
3 |Product B 9 5 10 4 |
4 Product C 10
5 ProductD 4
& ProductE 11
7 ProductF 3
8 ProductG 4
3 |ProductH 7
10 |Product | g
11 |Product J 5

-

H |




METHOD 2: Using two COUNTIF functions

If you have multiple criteria, you can either use COUNTIFS or create a
combination of COUNTIF functions. The formula below would also do the

same thing:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>5")-COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>10")

In the above formula, we first find the number of cells that have a value
greater than 5 and we subtract the count of cells with a value greater than
10. This would give us the result as 5 (which is the number of cells that

have values more than 5 and less than equal to 10).

G3 - Jr | | =COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,">5")-COUNTIF($B$2:5B$11,">10")

B B F G H | 1 4 L !
1 Product Quantity
2 Product A
3 |Product B
4 |Product C
Product D
Product E
Product F
Product G
9 ProductH
10 |Product 1
11 |Product )

Result
5

E'-.D'-D

fy

[
[

=N = R |

LD | |

If you want the formula to include both 5 and 10, use the following

formula instead:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>=5")-COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>10")

If you want the formula to exclude both ‘5" and "10’ from the counting,

use the following formula:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>=5")-COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”>10")-
COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,10)



You can have these criteria in cells and use the cells references, or you

can use a combination of operators and cells references.
Using TEXT Criteria in Excel Functions

#1 Count Cells when Criteria is EQUAL to a Specified
text

To count cells that contain an exact match of the specified text, we can
simply use that text as the criteria. For example, in the dataset (shown
below in the pic), if I want to count all the cells with the name Joe init, I

can use the below formula:
=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,"Joe")

Since this is a text string, I need to put the text criteria in double quotes.

G3 - Ix

=COUNTIF($B%2:5B%11,"Joe")

A B C F G
1 Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 Product A Joe 9 Result
3 [ProductB  |lane 9 3
4 |Product C Martha 10
5 |ProductD Joe 4
& |ProductE Jane 11
7 ProductF Joe 3
8 |ProductG Charlie 4
3 |ProductH Bob 7
10 |Product | Tom 9
11 |Product ] Bob 5

-

You can also have the criteria in a cell and then use that cell reference (as

shown below):

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,E3)



NOTE: You can get wrong results if there are leading/trailing spaces in the

criteria or criteria range. Make sure you clean the data before using these

formulas.

G3 v Jfr || =counTiF(sBs2:3B511,E3)
A B C D E F G
1 Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 |Product A loe 9 Criteria Result
3 |ProductB  [lane E] Joe 3
4 ProductC Martha 10
5 ProductD loe 4
6 |ProductE lane 11
7 |ProductF loe 3
8 |Product G Charlie 4
5 |ProductH Bob 7
10 |Product| Tom 9
11 |Product J Bob 5

#2 Count Cells when Criteria is NOT EQUAL to a
Specified text

Similar to what we saw in the above example, you can also count cells

that do not contain a specified text. To do this, we need to use the not

equal to operator (<>).

Suppose you want to count all the cells that do not contain the name JOE,

here is the formula that will do it:

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”<>Joe")

G3 - _]‘1 —COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11," <=Joe")
il B C F G

1 Product Sales Rep Quantity

2 |Product A loe 9 Result

3 |ProductB  [Jane 9 7 |

4 |Product C Martha 10

5 |Product D loe 4

6 |ProductE lane 11

7 |Product F loe 3

& ProductG Charlie a4

9 ProductH Bob 7

10 |Product | Tom 9

11 Product ) Bob 5

17




You can also have the criteria in a cell and use the cell reference as the
criteria. In this case, you need NOT put the criteria in double quotes (see

pic below):

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,E3)

There could also be a case when you want the criteria to be in a cell but

don’t want it with the operator. For example, you may want the cell D3 to

G3 v f\ =COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,E3)
A B C D E F G
1 Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 |Product A loe 9 Criteria Result
3 |ProductB  [lane 9 <>Joe 7
4 |Product C Martha 10
5 |Product D loe 4
6 |Product E lane 11
7 Product F loe 3
8 |Product G Charlie a4
9 |ProductH Bob 7
10 |Product | Tom 9
11 |Product ) Bob 5

have the name Joe and not <>Joe.

In that case, you need to create a criteria argument which is a

combination of operator and cell reference (see pic below):

=COUNTIF($B$2:$B$11,”<>"&E3)

G3 - Jx ||| =COUNTIF($B52:$B511,"<>"&E3)
A B C D E F G

1 Product Sales Rep Quantity

2 |Product A loe 9 Criteria Result

3 |ProductB  |Jane 9 Joe 7

4 |Product C Martha 10

5 Product D loe 4

& |ProductE Jane 11

7 |Product F loe 3

& |Product G Charlie 4

9 Product H Bob 7

10 |Product | Tom 9

11 |Product ) Bob 5

-



When you combine an operator and a cell reference, the operator is
always in double quotes. The operator and cell reference are joined by an

ampersand (&).

Using DATE Criteria in Excel COUNTIF and
COUNTIFS Functions

Excel store date and time as numbers. So we can use it the same way we

use numbers.

#1 Count Cells when Criteria is EQUAL to a
Specified Date

To get the count of cells that contain the specified date, we would use the

equal to operator (=) along with the date.

To use the date, I recommend using the DATE function, as it gets rid of
any possibility of error in the date value. So, for example, if I want to use

the date September 1, 2015, I can use the DATE function as shown

below:
=DATE(2015,9,1)

This formula would return the same date despite regional differences. For
example, 01-09-2015 would be September 1, 2015 according to the US
date syntax and January 09, 2015 according to the UK date syntax.

However, this formula would always return September 1, 2105.

Here is the formula to count the number of cells that contain the date 02-
09-2015:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,DATE(2015,9,2))


https://trumpexcel.com/excel-networkdays-function/

F3 - ‘}‘1 —COUNTIF($A%$2:$A511,DATE(2015,9,2))
il B C D E F

1 Date Product Sales Rep Quantity

2 | 01-09-2015 |ProductA loe 9 Result

3 | 02-03-2015 |ProductB Jane El 2

4 02-09-2015 |Product C Martha 10

5 | 03-09-2015 |ProductD loe 4

] 03-09-2015 |ProductE lane 11

7 | 04-09-2015 |ProductF loe 3

8 | 04-09-2015 |ProductG Charlie 4

9 05-09-2015 |Product H Bob 7

10| 05-09-2015 |Productl Tom 9

11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob 5

L]
1

#2 Count Cells when Criteria is BEFORE or AFTER to a
Specified Date

To count cells that contain date before or after a specified date, we can

use the less than/greater than operators.

For example, if I want to count all the cells that contain a date that is after

September 02, 2015, I can use the formula:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,2))

A B C D H
1 Date Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 | 01-09-2015 |Product A loe 9 Result
3 02-09-2015 |Product B Jane 9 7
4 02-09-2015 |Product C Martha 10
5 03-09-2015 |ProductD loe 4
] 03-09-2015 |ProductE Jane 11
7 | 04-09-2015 |ProductF loe 3
8 | 04-09-2015 |ProductG Charlie 4
9 05-09-2015 |ProductH Bob 7
10| 05-09-2015 |Productl Tom 9
11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob 3

-
a

Similarly, you can also count the number of cells before a specified date.
If you want to include a date in the counting, use and ‘equal to’ operator

along with ‘greater than/less than’ operator.



You can also use a cell reference that contains a date. In this case, you

need to combine the operator (within double quotes) with the date using

an ampersand (&).

See example below:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,">"&F3)

H3 - Jx || [=counTiF(sas2:5A$11,">"8F3)
il B C D E F H
1 Date Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 | 01-09-2015 |ProductA loe 9 Criteria Result
3 | 02-09-2015 |ProductB Jane 9 02-5ep-15 7
4 02-09-2015 |Product C Martha 10
5 | 03-09-2015 |ProductD Joe 4
il 03-09-2015 |ProductE lane 11
7 | 04-09-2015 |ProductF loe 3
8 | 04-09-2015 |ProductG Charlie 4
9 05-09-2015 |ProductH Bob 7
10| 05-09-2015 |Productl Tom 9
11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob ]

#3 Count Cells with Multiple Criteria
- Between Two Dates

To get a count of values between two values, we need to use multiple
criteria in the COUNTIF function.

We can do this using two methods - One single COUNTIFS function or two
COUNTIF functions.

METHOD 1: Using COUNTIFS function

COUNTIFS function can take multiple criteria as the arguments and counts
the cells only when all the criteria are TRUE. To count cells with values
between two specified dates (say September 2 and September 7), we can
use the following COUNTIFS function:



=COUNTIFS($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,2),$A$2:$A$11,”< "&DATE(20
15,9,7))

I3 v Je

=COUNTIFS($A52:5A511,">"&DATE(2015,9,2),$A52:5A%11,"<"&DATE(2015,9,7))

A B C D H | J K L M N
1 Date Product | SalesRep | Quantity
2 | 01-08-2005 |ProductA  |loe 9 Result
3| 02-09-2015 |ProductB  |lane 9 b
4 | 02-09-2015 |ProductC  |Martha 10
5 03-09-2015 |ProductD |Joe 4
6 | 03-09-2015 |ProductE  |lane 11
7 | 04-08-2015 |ProductF  |loe 3
8 | 04-09-2015 |Product@  |Charlie 4
3 | 05-09-2015 |ProductH  [Bob 7
10 05-09-2015 |Product| Tom 9
11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob ]

The above formula does not count cells that contain the specified dates. If
you want to include these dates as well, use greater than equal to (>=)

and less than equal to (<=) operators. Here is the formula:

=COUNTIFS($A$2:$A$11,”>="&DATE(2015,9,2),$A$2:$A$11,”"<="&DATE
(2015,9,7))

You can also have the dates in a cell and use the cell reference as the
criteria. In this case, you can not have the operator with the date in the
cells. You need to manually add operators in the formula (in double
quotes) and add cell reference using an ampersand (&). See the pic

below:

=COUNTIFS($A$2:$A$11,”>"&F3,$A$2:$A$11,"< &G3)



13 - ‘ﬁ =COUNTIFS{$A$2:5A511,"="&F3,3A52:3A511,"<"&G3)
fi B C D E F G H |
1 Date Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 | 01-09-2015 |Product & loe 9 Greater Than | Less Than Result
3 | 02-09-2015 |ProductB Jane 9 02-09-2015 07-09-2015 il
4 02-09-2015 |ProductC Martha 10
5 03-09-2015 |ProductD loe 4
] 03-09-2015 |ProductE Jane 11
7 | 04-09-2015 |ProductF loe 3
& | 04-09-2015 |[ProductG Charlie 4
9 05-09-2015 |ProductH Bob 7
10| 05-09-2015 |Productl Tom 9
11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob 5

METHOD 2: Using COUNTIF functions

If you have multiple criteria, you can either use one COUNTIFS function or

create a combination of two COUNTIF functions. The formula below would

also do the trick:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,2))-
COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,7))

—
Lt

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A511,"="&DATE(2015,9,2))-COUNTIF{$AS2:5A%11,"="&DATE(2015,9,7))

e
IEBwe u o bW

- l_tll
A B C D H 1
Date Product Sales Rep Quantity
01-05-2015 |Product A Joe 9 Result
| 02-09-2015 |ProductB  [Jane 9 7
02-09-2015 |ProductC Martha 10
03-09-2015 |ProductD Joe 4
03-05-2015 |ProductE Jane 11
04-09-2015 |Product F Joe 3
04-09-2015 |Product G Charlie 4
05-09-2015 [ProductH  [Bob 7
05-09-2015 (Product! Tom 9
07-09-2015 |Product) Bab 5

J N

O P

o] R

In the above formula, we first find the number of cells that have a date

after September 2 and we subtract the count of cells with dates after

September 7. This would give us the result as 7 (which is the number of

cells that have dates after September 2 and on or before September 7).

If you don’t want the formula to count both September 2 and September

7, use the following formula instead:




=COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>="&DATE(2015,9,2))-
COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,7))

13 - jl =COUNTIF{$A$2:5A311,">="RDATE(2015,9,2))-COUNTIF({$A3$2:5A%11,">"8DATE(2015,9,7))
A B C D H 1 J M [s] P Q R
Date Product Sales Rep Quantity

01-09-2015 |Product A Joe
02-09-2015 |ProductB Jane
02-09-2015 |ProductC Martha
03-09-2015 |ProductD Joe
03-09-2015 |ProductE Jane
04-09-2015 |ProductF Joe
04-09-2015 |Product G Charlie
05-09-2015 |ProductH Bob
05-09-2015 |Product| Tom
07-09-2015 |Product) Bob

| Result
9

[=]K"=1}% ]
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If you want to exclude both the dates from counting, use the following

formula:

=COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,2))-
COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,”>"&DATE(2015,9,7)-
COUNTIF($A$2:$A$11,DATE(2015,9,7)))

Also, you can have the criteria dates in cells and use the cells references

(along with operators in double quotes joined using ampersand).

Using WILDCARD CHARACTERS in Criteria in
COUNTIF & COUNTIFS Functions

There are three wildcard characters in Excel:

1. * (asterisk) - It represents any number of characters. For example,
ex* could mean excel, excels, example, expert, etc.

2. ? (question mark) - It represents one single character. For
example, Tr?mp could mean Trump or Tramp.

3. ~ (tilde) - It is used to identify a wildcard character (~, *, ?) in the

text.



You can use COUNTIF function with wildcard characters to count cells
when other inbuilt count function fails. For example, suppose you have a

data set as shown below:

S0 m oW e

11
17

Three

One
Two

FALSE

fa

TRUE

Now let’s take various examples:

#1 Count Cells that contain Text

To count cells with text in it, we can use the wildcard character *

(asterisk). Since asterisk represents any number of characters, it would

—  This cell contains * (apostrophe)

count all cells that have any text in it. Here is the formula:

=COUNTIFS($C$2:$C$11,"*")

F3 - fr ||| =COUNTIFS($C$2:5C511,"*")
A B C D E F
1 Date Product Sales Rep Quantity
2 | 01-09-2015 |Product A loe 9 Result
3 | 02-03-2015 |ProductB Jane £l 10
4 02-09-2015 |Product C Martha 10
5 | 03-09-2015 |ProductD loe 4
] 03-09-2015 |ProductE Jane 11
7| 04-09-2015 |ProductF loe 3
8 | 04-09-2015 |Product G Charlie 4
9 05-09-2015 |ProductH Bob 7
10| 05-09-2015 |Productl Tom 9
11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob 5




Note: The formula above ignores cells that contain numbers, blank cells,
and logical values, but would count the cells contain an apostrophe (and
hence appear blank) or cells that contain empty string (="") which may

have been returned as a part of a formula.

#2 Count Non-blank Cells

If you are thinking of using COUNTA function, think again.

Try it and it might fail you. COUNTA will also count a cell that contains an

mnrr

empty string (often returned by formulas as ="" or when people enter
only an apostrophe in a cell). Cells that contain empty strings look blank

but are not, and thus counted by the COUNTA function.

COUNTA will also count a cell that contains an empty string (often
returned by formulas as ="" or when people enter only an apostrophe in a
cell). Cells that contain empty strings look blank but are not, and thus
counted by the COUNTA function.

A
COne
Two
Three

[

—  This cell contains © (apostrophe)

S0 m e bW e
[

TRUE
11 FALSE

o
e

So if you use the formula =COUNTA(A1:A11), it returns 11, while it should
return 10.

Here is the fix:

=COUNTIF($A$1:$A$11,72*")+COUNT($A$1:$A$11)+SUMPRODUCT(-
ISLOGICAL($A$1:$A$11))



Let’s understand this formula by breaking it down:

COUNTIF($N$8:$N$18,"?*") — This part of the formula returns 5. This
includes any cell that has a text character in it. A ? represents one
character and * represents any number of characters. Hence, the
combination ?* in the criteria forces excel to count cells that have at

least one text character in it.

One

Two
Three

TRUE
FALSE

e COUNT($A$1:$A%$11) - This counts all the cells that contain numbers.

In the above example, it returns 3.

One

Two
Three

TRUE
FALSE

o SUMPRODUCT(-ISLOGICAL($A$1:$A%$11) - This counts all the cells

that contain logical values. In the above example, it returns 2.

One

Two
Three

TRUE
FALSE



https://trumpexcel.com/excel-sumproduct-function/
https://trumpexcel.com/excel-is-function/

#3 Count Cells that contain specific text

Let's say we want to count all the cells where the sales rep name begins

with J. This can easily be achieved by using a wildcard character in

COUNTIF function. Here is the formula:

=COUNTIFS($C$2:$C$11,"3*")

F3 - ﬁ —COUNTIFS($C$2:$C$11,"7%")
A B C D E F

1 Date Product Sales Rep Quantity

2 | 01-09-2015 |Product A loe 9 Result
3 02-09-2015 |ProductB lane 9 5
4 02-09-2015 |ProductC Martha 10

5 | 03-09-2015 |ProductD loe 4

o 03-09-2015 |ProductE lane 11

7 | 04-09-2015 |ProductF loe 3

8 | 04-09-2015 |ProductG Charlie 4

9 05-09-2015 |ProductH Bob 7

10| 05-09-2015 |Productl Tom 9

11| 07-09-2015 |Product) Bob 3

The criteria J* specifies that the text in a cell should begin with J and can

contain any number of characters.

If you want to count cells that contain the alphabet anywhere in the text,
flank it with an asterisk on both sides. For example, if you want to count

cells that contain the alphabet “a” in it, use *a* as the criteria.

This article is unusually long compared to my other articles. Hope you

have enjoyed it. Let me know your thoughts by leaving a comment.



